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ULTIMATE ANIME
100 capolavori dell'animazione giapponese

Joe O’Connell

La guida definitiva per accompagnarti nel mondo
del Anime giapponesi

Quello degli anime & un universo vasto e vibrante. Dai
magici diademi ai super robot, dalle sfere del drago ai
cacciatori di draghi, € pervaso di cultura giapponese e
trabocca di grandi successi imperdibili. | neofiti
potrebbero sentirsi sopraffatti. Lo scopo di questo libro &
aiutarli.

Affidatevi a questa guida curata da un esperto per
scoprire la profondita, 'ampiezza e la genialita del piu
grande prodotto d'esportazione giapponese.

Attraverso piu di cento titoli enfaticamente presentati,
potrete ripercorrere le orme dei registi piu influenti del
mezzo cinematografico e scoprire i generi fondamentali
e i tropi ricorrenti che danno forma alla narrativa degli
anime.

Dall’'effimera tragedia d'autore di Belladonna alla garbata
spavalderia di Cowboy Bebop a La malinconia di Haruhi
Suzumiya, pietra miliare del genere, ci sono mondi oltre i
mondi in cui vale la pena di tuffarsi, tutti
inaspettatamente collegati da idee, un linguaggio visivo e
una sfrenata contaminazione creativa che li accomuna.

Man mano che riconoscerete schemi e riferimenti, ogni
titolo vi condurra al preferito successivo e a un amore piu
profondo per questa forma d’arte. Diventerete “otaku”
senza neanche accorgervene.

Edizione italiana
22 x 28 cm, 304 pagine
cartonato

ISBN 979-12-5692-043-3
€42,00
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She is niow truly a child of the mountais...

“On a clear sunfy morning in
June two figures might be seen
climbing the narrow mountain
path; one, a tall strong-looking
girl, the other a child whom

she was leading by the hand,
and whose ittie chooks were
20 aglow with hoat that the
crimson colour could be

s00n ovon through the dark,

Hayao Miyazaki [Studio Ghibll
+©98] to the Swiss Alps and,
i the years following Its debut,

untold numbers of Japanese
tourists to Switzerland.

World Masterpicce Thaatre was
a run of annual animated shows
that sought to bring western
Titerature to lfe in anime. From
Little Women to The Moomins, the

sunburnt skin.” s children's
So starts Heidiby Johanna  sprang to life year aftor year,
Spyri, the chil tory but perhaps the best krown

and most beloved of these
adaptations Is that of Takshata's

en'
Wwhose adaptation would first
bring Isao Takahata and

Release: 1974 Genre: Drama

Type: ™ Basedon:  Works of

Director: 830 Takahata Johanna Spyri
Studio Zuiyo Elzo

From Grave of the Fireflies to

Prvces Kopop oo Tahta €8

scared with Studio Ghibl.

The plcturebook Alps are .
a distant memory in The Summit |~
of the Gods, where fearless
climbers hurl themselves

against Everest.

280

Focus — Genere

Battalie

Shénen - the Japanese term for young boy —
is not a genre. Like Shjo, Josei and Seinen
[Glossary —©298], Shénen simply refers

to a manga's given demographic; its target
audience. Battle Shonen; however, is different.
With a focus on increasingly spectacular

scraps, limitless power curves and a growing
roster of friends, foes and foes who become
friends, Battle Shénen is a genre, one that has
long reigned over Japanese pop culture.

A somewhat monopolized genre, Battle
Shénen's most popular titles usually appear in
the pages of Weekly Shanen Jump. This doorstop
of a magazine has sold billions of copies, and
consistently publishes new chapters of manga’s
heaviest hitters. Indeed, it's where ‘The Big
Three’ were born: the triumvirate of One Piece,
Naruto and BLEACH - true titans of the genre
- whose simultaneous serialization led the
magazine to become a global phenomenon.
Jump has long defined the genre with its mantra
of friendship, effort and victory - a rousing chorus
echoed by Battle Shonen’s biggest names.

From a distance it can seem like anime at
its most homogenous: wall-to-wall episodes of
burly men screaming loudly at each other while
charging their super moves. The genre is so
much more than its focus on fighting, however,
and boasts a canvas where the medium’s
true superstars have etched timeless classics.
With unflappable heroes who find themselves

Shonen

in worlds where might makes right, these
long-running comics make the most of their
atypically leisurely pacing. Dedicated fans will
walk the long road to ultimate power beside
these characters, seeing them not only in their
frantic fights but in their lengthy training
sessions and exciting (and often friendly)
tournaments. This is the unique charm of
Battle Shénen: everything is earned.

When their heroes unlock some new
and fantastic power, it comes as welcome
punctuation in along arc of careful storytellin
When a villain sees the error of their ways and
joins our hero’s plucky rebellion, it doesn’t
feel disingenuous. And when storylines
whose seeds were planted tens of episodes
ago finally blossom, Battle Shénen reaches its
final form - and offers overwhelming thrills.

With episode counts often in the
hundreds - or even thousands [One Piece
—©88] - Battle Shonen has long enjoyed
anime’s most extended runs. These sprawling
institutions can feel intimidating, which
is perhaps why new entries in the genre
[Demon Slayer —®268] can pick up such
momentum: getting in on the ground floor
of a series that could be around for years
is a tantalizing prospect. That's not to say
that the old guard should ever be ignored,
however - these are timeless pieces of
fiction, as rewarding now as they ever were.

ne Ploce
Dragon Ball

Heidi, Girl of the Alps. 3 show
Wwhose legacy is as celebrated
today as that of ts creator. That
legacy shines through in every
frame of rolling countryside,
each lovingly crafted shot of
goats leaping about the inciines
of the Alps, and the little girl
In the yollow-and-red outfit
chasing after them.
over-rosy cheoked

Holdlleapt straight from the
Pages of Spyri's novel, with
bubbly, unstoppable optimism

ting not only those around

,

her i the village of DBrfl, but

people and single-
handedly causing amassive
splke In Swiss tourism for
docados aftor its debut. Even
now the Japanese travel i
great numbers o see the world

people she loves, the perll of
losing a cherished pet o simply
the death of picked flowers.
The show asks a ot of her as
a charactor, and in the way only
children
grasp, It understands that i
year-olds can be just as flerc
determined and responsible
a8 any other protagonist, even
at the axpense of their own
freedom and happiness.
both heartening and hoar
wrenching to watch Holdi
surmount these odds, and It
elevates Heidi from the simple
kids’ show It could have been
o something more enduring.
Heid s not only about the
Joys of growing up, but also the
pitfalls and boing able to pick
yourself up afterwards. During
its most powerful moments, it
showcases the Inevitable woes
of losing one's innocence. Its

through
thelr television sets.
Despite Its upboat natur,

atheme that
continue to mine until the end
of his caroor, and his storios

there’ Heidi,
with apisodes often ending
on a bitterswest riote. Not
overything is dyllic country
Iifo. Holdl axperiences pain
and loss, whether it's boing
tom rom her home and the

8t ¥

e ri poignant
bacause of It Heidi s woll
deserving of its beloved legacy,
both as a national treasure

and one of lsso Takshata's

best works.

My Hero Academia

Saint Selya
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U F @ R b Release: 1975 Studio:  Toel Animation 1 17 Release: 1979 Genre:  Historical, B ©
b.t Type: v Co, Ltd. Type: v Romance ) @ .s“..,—
@ © t Director.  Tomoharu Genre:  Mecha Director.  TadsoNagshama,  Basedon:  Manga by S C & |f'
Katsumata Bosedon:  Mangaby Osamu Dezaki Riyoko lkeda N
Go Nagal Swdio:  Tokyo Movie
rendlizer
Scratch a mechanical itch

40

you've only Just developed The androgynous lead ‘“6 4 W\
with the crunchy, punchy of Ouran High School Host
/ \ Bubblegur Crisis. Club proves its what's inside
W W that counts.
Trade the sensational 22
/ ———  Super Robot for bloody IZ] Traditional gender rolos 232
are gleefully bucked In the

‘space opera In Macross:
ovel.

Thoy built a super machinie with the designs from Planet Floed...

historical epic Miss Hokusal.

Whothor it blooms red or white, a rose is still a rose.

That ls Grendizer!
begkmwith _of many of ta ch o
Whon Grendizer, an advanced Like any good space opera, the birth of our hero. Despite  since sealed.
rom the ruine of an alien  UFO Robot Grendizer is full of hor father's desporato wish for  The young and petulant Marie
cMRnUen. crash lands on grand roveals and shocking a s0n, Oscar s bom a girl As her  Artoinette makes for another
Mount Fujl,humanity quickly  twists (quite IRerally trumpeted however, dear
understands that this weapon by its big-band soundtrack). ok Dad Is unwaveringly resolute  as callous or virtuous as we've
cannot fall into the wron But dospite its orphan-making in his dosire for a soldier. reductively seen befora.
. Unforuratl, the weong _ origh stories secret seters Ralsed a8 a man, Oscar grows  Hor capricious ol turns are
the show's into a commanding presence. )oym watch, but t's her
ulhxy-cwqu«lnq v-q-- (no uwuz surprise may well bo op that hangs
y for another touse it hor hoad.
n thel cour\-d - mch Sull, the
Fortuniatel of the poses, considering that affords

cap.
‘asylum seeker, Duke Flsed,

ghm Crobot battier Mnmget z

998 ip
Imm«.lauly offors a dashing

auccoss, becoming a massive

ts vintage, but instead, Oscar
omerges as one of anime’

Antoinett the compassion she
doserves, a ruler in a bubble..

hitin France, Italy Having never relinquished ‘sharp neadle.
promising to protect Earth from  Middle East. her womanhood, her secret The Rose of Versailles s
the same fate that befell his gonro that has is requantly lovely, allowing for
own home. taken appropriately huge strides atall -she instead boastsan  beautiful balls, resplondent
Grendizer itself Is 3 over the decades, but such which s ost
;nclnltbg evolution of Mecha  rapld svolution can otan leave a true triumph of writing from  gambols across the countryside
(—@46], i i % rousing
body seamlessly merging quaintIn comparison. Dosplte Sotn the odi ¥ y Oscar's
with the inner workings of s thls, author Go Nagal [Devilman Oscar of excitin
slock spaceship. itmakes for  —@12] is a rambunctious - now an accompiished swordplay, of course. There's
atcanfeel  storyteller dusllist - is i

fast v Those guard to the young Marle decadent aristocracy, however,
onthe enemy - andthetoys  subversions are present In the Antolnetta. It's hore, where and as the show barrels

ign of course. et that ‘towards Its ds tic conclusion
This nesting oven th Ikeda pens a talo of love and it nover forgets the true cost
oxtorids to the show's villains,  that mado this show such a herolsm against an increasingly  of such extravaganice.
with the Imposing General smash-hit. They're as Instantly tumutuous backdrop, the fates

Nagais
g op heroes, 5
o roveal the tiny ‘Lady Gandal'  leads who proudly announce
Insido - 8 roal treat for any overy upeorming attack: ‘Spin
ik 9

seenitall SPACE THUNDERY'

Release. m‘ Studio: Toel Animation 39 %0, its stakes - to deliver some bound hero - a sure sign
. Df@ O .@HH T Contd oy evosoms it he soios preries
Director: hhuk' Nishio Genre: Adventure whether that's blasting a hole were shifting.. right? Ne.
& Minoru Okazaki  Basedon:  Manga by clean through a particularly Gokumay
}\ 3 / ) [/ \ prveriihey slerkom Nt il
- =
: For another mold-shattering 88 the greater good. ‘Going Super  ©298] he conjured more
5 Saiyan’ might be considered old
1 never thought that life could be such a neat adventure! the Going Merry and search hat today, but for kids around
for i the world watching It happen
Mangaka Akira Toriyama ‘svolves, but the promise of for the first time, our lives were
Aftera their power will hang over every  Adventure awaits in Yona of 230 forever changed.
nearly fifty-year career, his work  scrap to come. the Dawn, an epic inspired While Dragon Ball was a through every ludicrous clash
has loft an Indellble mark on Those mp- would by Chinese myths and fables. 08 woul
ni eventually evoive into a It's easy to forget Dragon
His lconic style - deceptively  Dragon Bal arich martiak-arts woricwide a
simplo, outrageously fun-is not _ anime that never shied away ot the serios' final formby  genesis whon taking i such
l absurd, but the ong shot, butargusbly the 3 glant o modern media, but
timeless, his 0 original It wad hers that isodes - all 153
charming today as they were. Al loss focused on eticuffs Toriyam: and animation studio o them - are far mors than an
those years ago. Chief among As the cheeky Goku and his carved out a crater in the origin story to slog through.
them Is Dragon Ball. growing entourage of goofy e.m- ‘Shanien [—@34] market  This Is Dragon Bal at its most
Penned as a reimagining buddies travel the world, it's at only they would be able “hh(’\ﬂ its most inventive
of the classic Chinese fable the hilarious adventures l'\lv le fill km.—uhwlnqlv
Dra 8all hare that With a constant Influx of bﬁlllml. It's also a statemen
follows the morkey-teled Son s smie snd heep you tunkag In. Interesting of n\llqa
Goku as he travels theworld—  Toriyama made un’ Dragon Balfs i g power levels, and fun
ofufl on the back of his flying ‘core identity, and it's a mantra L medis are things
the titular bohemoth. Goku himself grow on the planet.
-Dngan Balls, these seven orbs  for decades. with the series, growing from It's Toriyama's world, we're
are said to grant the user's wish That's not to say the series. a spritely child into a muscle- Just playing init.
when colloctod. As amagical  pulls Its punches, however.
MacGuffin, their importance This is a show that stea .

will wax and warie as the

bulltits world - and in dolng
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Devilman
Belladonna.

ol

UFO Robot Goldrake

Lady Oscar - La ross di Versai

Lupin ;| castello di Cagliostro

ragazza dello spozio

Macross - Il film

Focus — Regista

YOSHIAKI KAWAJIRI
Malson Ikkoku ~ Cara dolce Kyoke
Ken i guarriero

Focus — Genere
BATTLE SHONEN

Dragon Ball
Bubblegum Crisis
Dirty Pair: Project Eden

Akira

Patiabor

Shin-Chan

Sallor Moon
Seiin arrestal
Golden Boy
Ghost in the Shell

Neon Genesis Evangslion

Focus — Reglsta
SATOSHI KON

Memories

Pakiman

Berserk

Cowboy Bebop
Serial Expariments Lain
One Plsce

Jin-Rok: Uemini o lupi

FLCL
Hajime no Ippo
Focus — Studio
STUDIO GHIBLI
La citth incantata
Matropolis
Azumangs Daioh
Chobits

Haibane Renmei

v
™v

™
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YASUHIRO YOSHIURA

Interstella 6555

The Animatrix

Elfen Lied

Beck

Ger ikon

Midori Days

Monstar
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IYASHIKEI

Mushishi

Iraccontl di Terrama

Tekkonkinkrest - Sofl contra tutti

Focus — Studlo
KYOTO ANIMATION

Film

Film

™v

La malinconia di Haruhi Suzumiya
Code Geass: Lelouch of the Rebeilion

Death Note

When They Gry
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HAREM

Host Club - Amors in affitto
Kaijk: Utimate Survivor

Sfondamento dei ciell Gurren Lagann
Mononcke

Ll
HENTAI

Detroit Metal City
Natsume's Book of Frisnds
Michike & Hatehin
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MAMORU HOSODA
Fullmetal Alchemist Brotherhoed
Bakemonoga
Redline
Arrivare a te
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MASAAKI YUASA

The Tatami Galay

Puslia Magi Madoka Magica

Una lottara per Moma

Steins;Gate

Chihayafuru - Nl gioeo di Chihaya
Jammin' Apolion - Kids on the Slope
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ISEKAI
Sword Art Online

Silver Spoon
Liisela di Glovanni
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SPORT
Haikydl!
Shirabako

Yona - La principessa scarlatta

Food Wars
Miss Hokusal

Hana ¢ Alice - I| caso di omicidic
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NAOKO YAMADA
A Silent Voles
In questo angolo di mondo
Mob Peycho 100
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MAKOTO SHINKAI
Hai to genss no Grimgar
Un marzo da leani
‘Shawa Genroku Rakugo §
Thunderbolt Fantasy
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MARI OKADA
Sora Yorl mo Too
Golden Kamuy
Demon Slayer - Kimetsu no Yaiba
Kaguya-Sama: Love is War
Frults Basket
Rilakkuma ¢ Kaoru

Vinland Saga

Ranking of Kings
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Cybarpunk Edgerunners

‘The First Slam Dunk
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